THE FIRST MIRACLE

8 Matilda's eyes were also riveted on the glass.

16 And now, quite slowly, there began to creep 1. Find and copy one word which means the same as ‘huge’.
22 over Matilda a most extraordinary and

29 peculiar feeling. The feeling was mostly in
38 the eyes. A kind of electricity seemed to be
46 gathering inside them. A sense of power was
55 brewing in those eyes of hers, a feeling of
62 great strength was settling itself deep inside
70 her eyes. But there was also another feeling
76 which was something else altogether, and
84 which she could not understand. It was like
91 flashes of lightning. Little waves of lightning
100 seemed to be flashing out of her eyes. Her [ 3. How do you think Matilda was feeling while this was happening to
108 eyeballs were beginning to get hot, as though her? Explain why you think this.
114 vast energy was building up somewhere
116 inside them.

Questions

2. What were Matilda's eyes fixed on?

-

-
4. How does the author’s choice of words make Matilda seem powerful?
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Matilda's eyes were also riveted on the glass.
And now, quite slowly, there began to creep
over Matilda a most extraordinary and
peculiar feeling. The feeling was mostly in
the eyes. A kind of electricity seemed to be
gathering inside them. A sense of power was
brewing in those eyes of hers, a feeling of
great strength was settling itself deep inside
her eyes. But there was also another feeling
which was something else altogether, and
which she could not understand. It was like
flashes of lightning. Little waves of lightning
seemed to be flashing out of her eyes. Her
eyeballs were beginning to get hot, as though
vast energy was building up somewhere
inside them.
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Answers

Find and copy one word which means the same as ‘huge’.

vast

What were Matilda's eyes fixed on?

Matilda's eyes were fixed on the glass.

How do you think Matilda was feeling while this was happening to
her? Explain why you think this.

Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think Matilda was feeling scared
and confused because it says ‘she could not understand’ but also
strong and powerful as it says she had ‘a feeling of great strength’.

How does the author’s choice of words make Matilda seem powerful?

Pupils’ own responses, such as: The author’s choice of words makes
Matilda seem powerful because it describes the feeling she is having
growing and getting stronger. It also says ‘A sense of power was
brewing'.






