
Abstract Nouns
Nouns which 

refer to ideas or 
concepts, such as 

‘freedom’. 
His bravery  

was one of his  
greatest qualities.

Alliteration Repetition of the same letter sound 
at the start of 

words sequenced closely together.

Shadows crept 
cautiously through 

the cavern.



Anaphora
The repetition of a 
word or phrase at 
the beginning of 

clauses for effect. 
“Every week, every 
night, every hour, 
I work tirelessly for 

you all.”

Assonance

The repetition of 
vowel sounds. He knocked on the 

bolted door.



Comparative
An adjective which 
draws comparison 
between one thing 

and another.
She was the taller 

of the two children.

ConsonanceThe repetition 
of consonant 

sounds in close 
proximity to one 

another.

He struck a streak 
of bad luck.



Direct Address
Explicitly 

speaking to the 
audience. We need all of you.

Emotive 
LanguageWords designed 

to provoke 
an emotional 

response in the 
reader.

The poor, 
emaciated child 

was snatched from 
the depths  
of despair. 



Euphemism
Referring to 

something unpleasant 
or negative in a way 

that is less distressing 
or harsh.

Our dog passed 
away in the night.

Facts

Information or 
evidence. The journey takes 

45 minutes.



Humour 
Something 

which is meant 
to amuse the 

audience. 
“Mine eyes 

smell onions.”

HyperboleTo exaggerate 
the extent of 

something for 
dramatic effect. 

My journey home 
takes forever.



Imperative
A command. 

Clear your desk.

MetaphorA comparison 

made in direct 

terms without 

using ‘like’ or ‘as’. Her eyes were 
glistening pools of 

sapphire. 



Nuance
A subtle difference 

in meaning, 
expression or 

sound. 
“Why does he 
analyse every 
nuance of our 
conversation?”

Onomatopoeia
A word that 
imitates the 

sound it 
describes.

They squealed 
in delight as the 
crowd buzzed 

with atmosphere. 



Opinion
A personal point 

of view. 
I believe that all 

uniforms should be 
banned.

OxymoronA figure of 
speech in which 

contradictory 
terms appear in 

conjunction. 

I am quite clearly 
confused about  

all this. 



Pathetic 
Fallacy  

The attribution of 
human emotions 
or behaviours to 

natural phenomena. 
This is a kind of 
personification.

The sombre  
skies dampened 

our spirits. 

PersonificationThe attribution 
of human 

characteristics 
to something 
non-human.   

Fragile branches 
reached out, 

scratching our arms 
with their thorns.



Repetition
When a word or 

phrase is repeated 
for effect. “Nobody has 

bothered to call 
me and nobody 
has sent me a 

message.”

Rhetorical 
QuestionA question that 

doesn’t require 
an answer.

There isn’t any 
point, is there?



Rule of Three
Listing something 
using three items 
or three words. She was frozen, 

shivering and  
cold as ice to 

the touch.

SibilanceRepetition of the 
‘s’ sound. 

Slivers and shards 
of glass shattered 

on the floor.



Simile A figure of speech 
which describes 

something by using 
‘like’ or ‘as’ to compare 

it to something else. 
Her skin was 

as shiny as the 
morning dew.

StatisticsFigures, 
often given in 

percentages or 
ratios. 

63% of students get 
stressed about doing 
class presentations.



SuperlativeAn adjective which 
describes something 

as the most or 
highest degree of  

that particular 
quality. 

He was the 
tallest of  

the brothers. 


