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1. Tectonic plates move past each other or are 
side by side moving at different speeds.

2. The plates move,  
friction causes 
the plates to 
become stuck.

3. Pressure builds and when the 
pressure is released, it sends 
out huge amounts of energy, 
causing an earthquake.

When two continental plates collide, neither can sink and 
so the land buckles upwards to form fold mountains.
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A trench is formed where one 
tectonic plate slides under another.

Earthquakes can occur 
at collision boundaries.

Plates are moving apart 
from one another.

The movement 
of the plates 
over the mantle 
can cause 
earthquakes.

Magma from the mantle rises up 
to make (or construct) a new crust.
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